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BALTIMORE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

DATE: March 8, 2005 
 
TO:  BOARD OF EDUCATION  
 
FROM: Dr. Joe A. Hairston, Superintendent 

SUBJECT: BOUNDARY FOR WOODHOLME ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

ORIGINATOR:  Dr. H. Scott Gehring, Executive Director of Schools, Northwest Area 

PERSON(S): Office of Strategic Planning 
 Barbara Walker, Assistant to the Executive Director, Northwest Area 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the Board of Education review the boundary recommendation 
for Woodholme Elementary School made by the Boundary Study 
Committee. 

 
***** 

 
Nature of the Issue: Woodholme Elementary School will open in August 2005, with 
pre-K through fifth graders.  Woodholme Elementary School was built to relieve the 
overcrowding at New Town Elementary School.  To determine which students would 
attend this new school, a Boundary Study Committee was formed and public input 
was sought to determine the geographic boundaries of Woodholme Elementary 
School. 
 

History of the Issue:  In accordance with Board of Education Policy 1280, a 
Boundary Study Committee was formed.  The committee included parents, 
community leaders, teachers, principals, and resource personnel from the Office of 
Strategic Planning and the Office of Communications.  This committee started 
meeting in early November and continued through mid February.  During the course 
of their deliberations, they were presented information from the Office of Strategic 
Planning.  After three months of work, the committee settled on two potential 
boundary scenarios.  These scenarios were presented at a public forum on February 7, 
2005.  The approximately 120 participants at the public meeting were given an 
overview of the process, saw and received information about the two proposed 
boundaries, and then worked in small groups to share their perceptions about the 
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proposed boundaries.  Some of the small groups reached consensus regarding the 
boundary they preferred.  The Office of Strategic Planning tabulated the input from 
the public meeting and shared the findings with the Boundary Study Committee.  The 
committee made a recommendation that was shared with the Superintendent and his 
staff on 2/28/05.  The decision of the Superintendent was to endorse Scenario C.  This 
was the scenario recommended by the Boundary Study Committee and the majority 
of the participants at the public forum. 
 
After the Board of Education meeting on March 8, 2005, the Board of Education will 
hold a public hearing on March 23, 2005 at Pikesville High School.  The final 
decision of the Board of Education is slated to occur on April 12, 2005. 
 

Appendix I – Community Forum Boundary Options Packet 
Appendix II – Community Forum Results 
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Baltimore County Public Schools 

 
Woodholme Elementary School Boundary Study 

Community Forum Results 
 

February 7, 2005 
 
 
1.  Please review and rate in terms of importance the following criteria to be considered when developing 
new school boundaries.  The order in which the criteria are listed reflects the order in which they appear in 
Board of Education Policy 1280.  Rate each criterion using a scale of 1(Very Important), 2(Important), 
3(Somewhat Important), or 4 (Not Important). 
 

 
Please provide any comments you may have on your rationale for criteria that you rated as 1 (Very 
Important). 
 
INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS: 
 I believe the economic and racial diversity within the school is very important because it greatly impacts the 

parental support needed to provide both faculty, staff, and, most important, students with an advantage needed 
to insure the quality of education at that school. 

 I feel it is important for children to attend the school based on their current residential location. 
 Appropriate use of capacity maximizes opportunity for small class sizes. 

IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP
Ensure appropriate use of available school 
capacity to meet the needs of children. 2 44 8 9 1 2 1 1 58 10

Provide relief for overcrowdschools within the 
Woodholme area cluster (New town, Owings 
Mills, Milbrook, Fort Garrison, Winand).

3 37 7 10 2 8 58 9

Consider removing satellite (disconnected) service 
areas from schools in the cluster. 5 1 11 1 17 4 12 1 12 3 57 10

Provide the Pre-Kindergarten program in each 
school in the cluster. 4 20 4 11 3 15 3 8 58 10

Maximize the number of students who can walk 
to school. 2 1 11 2 10 17 6 18 1 58 10

Consider the economic diversity of population 
within the schools. 2 1 10 1 17 4 17 4 12 58 10

Consider the racial diversity of population within 
the schools. 2 13 3 15 3 16 3 12 1 58 10

Remove as many relocatable classrooms as 
possible 3 14 4 20 6 11 8 56 10

8 Total Responses4 5 6 7
Criteria (Count)

(Not Answered) 1 2 3

IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP
Ensure appropriate use of available school 
capacity to meet the needs of children. 3.45 75.86 80 15.52 10 3.45 10 1.72 100 100

Provide relief for overcrowdschools within the 
Woodholme area cluster (New town, Owings 
Mills, Milbrook, Fort Garrison, Winand).

5.17 63.79 77.78 17.24 22.22 13.79 99.99 100

Consider removing satellite (disconnected) service 
areas from schools in the cluster. 8.77 10 19.3 10 29.82 40 21.05 10 21.05 30 99.99 100

Provide the Pre-Kindergarten program in each 
school in the cluster. 6.9 34.48 40 18.97 30 25.86 30 13.79 100 100

Maximize the number of students who can walk 
to school. 3.45 10 18.97 20 17.24 29.31 60 31.03 10 100 100

Consider the economic diversity of population 
within the schools. 3.45 10 17.24 10 29.31 40 29.31 40 20.69 100 100

Consider the racial diversity of population within 
the schools. 3.45 22.41 30 25.86 30 27.59 30 20.69 10 100 100

Remove as many relocatable classrooms as 
possible 5.36 25 40 35.71 60 19.64 14.29 100 100

7 8 Total Responses3 4 5 6
Criteria (Percent)

(Not Answered) 1 2
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 Students can receive quality instruction and education regardless of whether they walk or ride a bus.  Studies 
show that providing a strong foundation at an early level is crucial to future achievement. 

 I do not think the boundary should be placed such that communities are divided or even that bordering 
communities be divided into different schools.  Parents rely on school relationships for children’s play groups 
and for car pooling to after school activities. 

 School capacity helps determine student/teacher ratios – important.  Pre-K helps children to develop social 
skills needed for education.  Walking to school has little effect on elementary students.   Relocatable classrooms 
are reasonable measures to achieve good student/teachers ratios. 

 Early education is important for the educational development of the child and can lend itself to earlier 
detection/intervention of learning needs/disabilities. 

 In general, children should go to school near where they live. 
 Not important if children can walk to school in northwest community, most children will be driven to school or 

will take bus.  Additionally, there are no sidewalks!! 
 I am more concerned about my child being in the school he is already comfortable in, as opposed to ethnic 

diversity or whether a child can walk to school. 
 I think kids should live close to school. 
 Pre-K programs are critical in preparing children for school.  All schools should be economically and racially 

diverse; but under both plans the number of free/reduced lunches is skewed. 
 It’s very important to my family not to have my children move from school to school. 
 Students should attend school closest to their home.  Wellwood Elementary should have been included in this 

process and their boundary also considered for adjustment. 
 In order for a school to be a positive environment it should be able to meet the needs of its students and be 

diversified.  I’m not overly concerned with Pre-K programs because most Pre-K programs are not full day and 
as such, only utilized by stay home parents. 

 1) Ratio – teacher to student, 2) irrelevant, 3) tolerance – relations, 4) irrelevant 
 Woodholme scenario – “A”  2 schools will not be affected 
 Assuring appropriate use of available school capacity would hopefully balance out class sizes.  Economic 

diversity and racial diversity is extremely important because I feel that a well balanced school has great impact 
on how as a culture we all learn to live and respect differences. 

 Teacher/student ratio is everything!  Learning must be at its optimum! 
 Children come first.  If classes are too big, it’s hard to teach.  Keep children in their community. 
 The overall goal of the school system is to meet the needs of its children.  This would mean providing them a 

safe environment as well as an environment ideally conducive to their development; and an environment 
fostering the learning process. 

 Students learn best when they are within classes with fewer students and more resources available to them. 
 Most important is to keep kids safe and within communities.  The proposed boundaries divides the community 

on the east side of Reisterstown Road from other children they socialize with and puts them in a very unsafe 
position to cross Reisterstown Road or have to ride a bus to a community that is not within the scope of their 
other relationships. 

 Child affected by overcrowding and annexes 
 
GROUP COMMENTS:  (No group comments for this question.) 
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2.  Please rank the criteria to be considered when developing new school boundaries in order of preference 
from 1 to 8, with 1 being the most important) and 8 being the least important.  Please use each number 
only once. 

 
INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS: 
 Similar to item #1 
 Students should attend school in closest proximity to their home. 
 Teacher/student ratio is everything 
 Assuring appropriate use can really only be done with reduction of overcrowded rooms. 

 
GROUP COMMENTS:  
 Only 1 person cared about relocatables, because only one person had a child in one. 
 “Consider removing satellite…” – Fair - not a negative, kids blend in well.  “Provide the Pre-K program…” - 

take up a lot of space.  “Consider the racial diversity…” – some people like being relocated – deal with 
everyone – still important but not compared to the other questions. 

 

IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP
Ensure appropriate use of available school 
capacity to meet the needs of children. 2 1 37 5 9 2 4 1 4 1 1 1 58 10

Provide relief for overcrowdschools within the 
Woodholme area cluster (New town, Owings 
Mills, Milbrook, Fort Garrison, Winand).

2 1 14 2 18 5 11 2 2 3 1 1 2 54 10

Consider removing satellite (disconnected) service 
areas from schools in the cluster. 2 1 2 1 8 1 10 2 12 2 4 2 8 3 6 55 9

Provide the Pre-Kindergarten program in each 
school in the cluster. 3 1 8 5 9 1 7 2 7 1 7 2 6 1 6 2 58 10

Maximize the number of students who can walk 
to school. 2 4 4 4 1 5 9 1 9 1 10 2 12 2 57 9

Consider the economic diversity of population 
within the schools. 3 1 4 2 7 5 2 11 4 11 1 10 2 4 57 10

Consider the racial diversity of population within 
the schools. 1 1 5 5 6 1 7 1 8 3 11 2 5 1 8 1 56 10

Remove as many relocatable classrooms as 
possible 1 1 5 1 5 1 4 2 8 1 7 1 6 7 2 14 1 57 10

8 Total Responses4 5 6 7
Criteria (count)

(Not Answered) 1 2 3

IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP
Ensure appropriate use of available school 
capacity to meet the needs of children. 3.45 10 63.79 50 15.52 20 6.9 10 6.9 1.72 10 1.72 100 100

Provide relief for overcrowdschools within the 
Woodholme area cluster (New town, Owings 
Mills, Milbrook, Fort Garrison, Winand).

3.7 10 25.93 20 33.33 50 20.37 20 3.7 5.56 1.85 1.85 3.7 99.99 100

Consider removing satellite (disconnected) service 
areas from schools in the cluster. 3.64 11.11 3.64 11.11 14.55 11.11 18.18 22.22 21.82 22.22 7.27 22.22 14.55 5.45 10.91 100.01 99.99

Provide the Pre-Kindergarten program in each 
school in the cluster. 5.17 10 13.79 8.62 15.52 10 12.07 20 12.07 10 12.07 20 10.34 10 10.34 20 99.99 100

Maximize the number of students who can walk 
to school. 22.22 7.02 7.02 7.02 11.11 8.77 15.79 11.11 15.79 11.11 17.54 22.22 21.05 22.22 100 99.99

Consider the economic diversity of population 
within the schools. 5.26 10 7.02 3.51 12.28 8.77 20 19.3 40 19.3 10 17.54 20 7.02 100 100

Consider the racial diversity of population within 
the schools. 1.79 10 8.93 8.93 10.71 10 12.5 10 14.29 30 19.64 20 8.93 10 14.29 10 100.01 100

Remove as many relocatable classrooms as 
possible 1.75 10 8.77 10 8.77 10 7.02 20 14.04 10 12.28 10 10.53 12.28 20 24.56 10 100 100

Criteria (percent)
(Not Answered) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total Responses
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3.  Baltimore County Public Schools must occasionally use strategies that are not ideal, but necessary to 
manage a short-term (2-3 year) overcrowding situation in a school.  Please rank the following strategies 
from 1 through 6, with 1 being your most preferred to 6 being your least preferred.  Please use each 
number only once. 

 
INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS: 
 Studies have proven that two years in a class with increased class size dramatically affects learning and 

achievement. 
 Creative scheduling maybe; with exploring parents who work and single parent families who may prefer this. 
 In general, as a homeowner, you want certainty to where the limes are; uncertainty will not be good for the 

county’s economic base or future success. 
 None of these are good solutions to relieve overcrowding. 
 When “annexing” students those students should be allowed, without penalty (loss of transportation) to 

continue until graduation at whatever school they attend. 
 Teachers are already burdened with large classrooms and ever growing demands increasing class size should be 

a last resort! 
 We need to keep in mind what produces the “best” environment possible – conducive to the children’s 

learning/development. 
 Prefer relocatables to moving kids 

 
GROUP COMMENTS:  
 “Exploring non-traditional settings…” – students need amenities. 

 

IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP
Use relocatable classrooms 1 16 5 12 11 2 7 1 6 1 5 1 58 10
Annexing of grades or programs to the closest 
facilities with available space 1 9 2 16 5 14 2 8 1 4 3 55 10

Annexing of neighborhoods to the closest facilities 
with available space 3 1 17 13 11 5 1 6 6 3 2 58 10

Exploring non-traditional settings, such as middle 
schools or commercial buildings, acknowledging 
that such facilities may lack such amenities as 
fields, gymnasiums, and libraries

2 1 3 2 2 5 1 8 4 16 2 21 57 10

Creative scheduling options such as am/pm shifts 
or year-round schooling 3 1 5 5 2 8 1 9 4 16 2 10 56 10

Increasing class size 1 1 2 4 3 14 4 7 27 5 58 10

IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP IND GRP
Use relocatable classrooms 1.72 27.59 50 20.69 18.97 20 12.07 10 10.34 10 8.62 10 100 100
Annexing of grades or programs to the closest 
facilities with available space 1.82 16.36 20 29.09 50 25.45 20 14.55 10 7.27 5.45 99.99 100

Annexing of neighborhoods to the closest facilities 
with available space 5.17 10 29.31 22.41 18.97 8.62 10 10.34 60 5.17 20 99.99 100

Exploring non-traditional settings, such as middle 
schools or commercial buildings, acknowledging 
that such facilities may lack such amenities as 
fields, gymnasiums, and libraries

3.51 10 5.26 3.51 20 8.77 10 14.04 40 28.07 20 36.84 100 100

Creative scheduling options such as am/pm shifts 
or year-round schooling 5.36 10 8.93 8.93 20 14.29 10 16.07 40 28.57 20 17.86 100.01 100

Increasing class size 1.72 10 3.45 6.9 5.17 24.14 40 12.07 46.55 50 100 100

Criteria (Percent)
(Not Answered) 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total Responses

4 5 6 Total Responses
Criteria (Count)

(Not Answered) 1 2 3
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4.  If you could choose any school for your elementary school student to attend, which of the following 
would most appeal to you?  Please select only one option below that best addresses your strongest 
concern. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Please select the Woodholme cluster boundary change scenario that you prefer. 
 
 
 

INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS (QUESTIONS 4 & 5): 
 Another school still needs to be built to relieve the growing communities. 
 I would not choose either scenario both leave New Town and Woodholme under capacity and the other 

schools over capacity.  There needs to be another school built. 
 Neither boundary option is very good 
 Neither - map in packet is not correct as shown 
 Scenario “C” takes into account future potential growth.  I am concerned that a new school is being built just to 

relieve overcrowding.  Shouldn’t the #1 priority be providing an appropriate education for all children?  I am 
districted for Milbrook Elementary but teach in Howard Co. and pay out of county tuition.  I would like to be 
able to send my children to BCPS and use my tax dollars, but I want a quality education and I am concerned 
about the Milbrook test scores and population.  The area around Woodholme has always been a Pikesville zip 
code.  Why aren’t our children being considered for a new school?  Our students have gone to Milbrook since 
1967. 

 Please include housing north of Old Court Road to Park Heights Avenue for Fort Garrison to further extend 
the northwest district. 

 Please consider for the future a boundary change for Fort Garrison to include the housing north of Old Court 
Road.  The boundary for Woodholme would then be further northwest and include more of the New Town 
population, which is the stated goal for the building of the school. 

 #4 – teaching to a test lowers standards; good academic programs will have high test scores if the right skills are 
taught.   #5 – new developments at the Quarry & Bonnie View may impact Fort Garrison - the most options 
for this would be preferred. 

 I really prefer neither option as I would wish to keep my child in the school in which he already attends. 

Count Percent Count Percent

(Not Answered) 2 20
The school with the highest sttandardized test scores 16 27.59 1 10
The school with the lowest student to teacher ratio 16 27.59 4 40
The school with thelowest level of disciplinary activity 3 5.17
The school with the academic program that best suits 
my child's interests 20 34.48 3 30

The school that most of my child's friends attend 1 1.72
The school closest to my home 2 3.45

Total Responses 58 100 10 100

IND GRP

Count Percent Count Percent

(Not Answered) 14 24.14 5 50
Boundary Scenario "A" 19 32.76 3 30
Boundary Scenario "C" 25 43.1 2 20

Total Responses 58 100 10 100

IND GRP
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 Need to rethink boarder with Fort Garrison.  Wellwood borders make no sense. Park Heights to Falls Coves to 
Old Court. 

 Neither – suggest Long Meadow, Dunbarton-Stevenson, Fields of Stevenson communities into Fort Garrison.  
Closer in proximity; students outside activities strengthened – easier for children. [2] 

 I am of the opinion that in this process, the attendance boundaries of Long Meadow Estates, Fields of 
Stevenson and Dunbarton Heights should have new boundaries from Wellwood to Fort Garrison.  Long 
Meadow only has 4 students.  1) We are closer in proximity.  2) The children who carpool with other children 
for outside activities can’t do it where many of the children go to Fort Garrison.  As long as boundaries are 
being redone now; why not include Wellwood? 

 Neither – Move boundary further east to include McDonough Oaks in New Town Elementary.  We are close 
to the school. 

 Summit Park has been the best school for my “children,” with one that’s an IEP student who has grown to love 
to read and do her best in tests.   She has come from a child that was shy, to a child that has lots of friends and 
loved by all of her classmates and teachers. 

 Neither – need to be part of Fort Garrison as member of Long Meadow neighborhood. 
 I don’t prefer either boundary scenario. 
 I wish not to choose either scenario due to the fact that I live on Painters Mill by Lakeside Blvd and this will 

affect my child’s school. 
 I believe low student to teacher ratio is my first preference.  2nd preference - high test scores.  3rd preference - 

school close to my home. 
 I selected “A” but there is still a need for another elementary and middle school.  The problem we are having 

and that we are trying to fix, will only be temporary. 
 Neither of these scenarios is ideal.  However, what appears to be necessary is another school to be built in the 

area versus drawing temporary, minimally acceptable guidelines. 
 Boundary Scenario “C” provides for future growth and school over population relief. 
 “C” – but not including the area across Reisterstown Road as it is dangerous and breaks up the communities. 

 
GROUP COMMENTS (QUESTIONS 4 & 5):  
 “C”: not affected as Fort Garrison parent – considered the relief from New Town.  “A”: liked idea of students 

near the mall going to New Town vs. being sent to Woodholme.  Liked the idea of keeping Woodholme district 
small. 

 Busing concerns of proximity to school with local residents. 
 #4 – lower students need a better ratio  #5 – “A” – Future – take away from New Town,  “C” – mall future 
 Quarry building – overcrowding Fort Garrison – undeveloped area between two 
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Tell us about yourself . . .  
 
Note: The following demographic information is for analysis purposes only.  This information will not be discussed individually 
not in small group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Count Percent

(Not Answered) 9 15.52
Male 18 31.03
Female 31 53.45

Total Responses 58 100

Gender IND

Count Percent

(Not Answered) 9 15.52
Under 18
18-29 3 5.17
30-39 21 36.21
40-49 13 22.41
50-64 10 17.24
65+ 2 3.45

Total Responses 58 100

Your Age IND

Count Percent

(Not Answered) 11 24.44
Do not have children 3 6.67
Parent/Guardian of child less than 5 years old 7 15.56
Parent/Guardian of elementary student in the district 15 33.33
Parent/Guardian of middle school student in the district
Parent/Guardian of high school student in the district 2 4.44
Parent/Guardian of private/parochial student 2 4.44
Parent/Guardian of former Baltimore County Public Schools student 4 8.89
Grandparent of Baltimore County Public Schools student 1 2.22

Total Responses 45 99.99

Parental Status IND

Count Percent

(Not Answered) 10 17.24
Yes 8 13.79
No 40 68.97

Total Responses 58 100

Are you an employee of 
Baltimore County Public 

IND

Count Percent

(Not Answered) 50 90.91
Teacher 3 5.45
Support Staff 1 1.82
Administrator 1 1.82
Other:

Total Responses 55 100

If you are an employee of Baltimore County Public 
Schools, what is your position?

IND

Other: 
Substitute [2] 
Counselor 
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Count Percent

(Not Answered) 15 23.81
School Newsletter 18 28.57
Local Newspaper 4 6.35
Church Bulletin
Community Flyer 2 3.17
Personal Contact 17 26.98
Radio/TV 7 11.11
Administrator
Other:

Total Responses 63 100

How did you find out about the Community Forum?
IND

 
 
 

Other:  
 New Town Elementary – Principal [2] 

Email 
BCPS Website [2] 
“I made contact because I was interested 
Summit Park 

Pikesville Communities Corporation 
PTA Council of Baltimore County 
PTA President 
Friend [2] 
School Flyer [2] 
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Summary of Attendance At The Community Forum

*Please note that individuals could check as many categories as applied to them (parent, teacher, etc.)

Total Signed In 119

Boundary Committee Reps. 25

Parents 56

Teachers 12

Administrators 14

Officials 4

Neighbors 19

Plus group facilitators, BCPS staff, guidance counselors, etc.

Schools Represented
Bedford El. 2
Carney El. 1

Cedarmere El. 1
Chapel Hill El. 1

Fort Garrison El. 17
Middlesex El. 1

Milbrook El. 10
New Town El. 39 (includes annexes)

Owings Mills El. 5
Randallstown El. 1
Reisterstown El. 2
Summit Park El. 2

Wellwood El. 9
Winand El. 7

98



Summary of Evaluation of Community Forum

39 Evaluation forms were completed and submitted.

1. The following aspects of the Community Forum were successful and significant changes are not necessary

Agree Disagree

31 Agenda

33 Organization/Structure

28 2 Presentation of Options

34 Group Work Sessions

8 Other (Please Specify)

2. The following aspects of the Community Forum could be improved. Suggestions include:

Agenda

- Allow more (communities?) to input before tonight

- Redundant

- I like to know the order of things

Organization/Structure

- Fine

- Continue with organization

Presentation of Options

- Not enough options offered on boundaries

- Use a laser pointer on screen to highlight boundary

- Not complete representation of all areas

- Presentation of options (2)

- Limited

- Fine

- A "draw your own map" option should have been offered

- Show how you would have drew (sic) the line)

- Enjoy the variety

Group Work Sessions

- Excellent Opportunity to hear other ideas from community.

- Having to come to agreement on each item

- Discuss what is important to group members first to get people thinking, 



  then fill out questionnaire in private

- Poor use of these

- Good

- Very helpful in learning other communities/family situations

Other (Please Specify)

- Some people were confused with terminology

- Don't ask for consensus. Everyons'e vote should count.

- Use spell check (refers to typo on evalation form)

- Group consensus was not necessary

- Allow community input prior. - (?)

- More community involvement

- This was very well planned and organized

- Well done considering the huge undertaking this is

- Community input is valuable to both fellow neighbors & Board

- It was productive


	FROM:	Dr. Joe A. Hairston, Superintendent
	PERSON(S):	Office of Strategic Planning
	RECOMMENDATION

